Shelter for the Tribals of Peachiparai
Kanniyakumari District has a sizable population of Tribal 'Kani' people living in the hilly tracts of the Western Ghats. They are mostly poor, eking out their livelihood out of usufructs of rubber trees and other forest produce. 
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Since time immemorial, the underprivileged kani tribals have been living in hutments made of mud, bamboo and leaves and are put to untold misery especially during the monsoon periods which last for almost 6 months. Their repeated pleas for improvement of their huts could not be met due to various factors like. 

(a) Objections from the Forest Department, (as the entire area has been notified as Reserve Forest). 

(b) Difficulty in the mobilization of materials as the area is not accessible by road and the materials have to be carried through boats. 

(c) Difficulty in monitoring the execution of the works as the huts are scattered through out the hilly area. They also suffer due to frequent attacks on their crops by wild boars. Protected drinking water is also not generally available for them. 
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It was at this juncture, that the District Administration decided to utilise the 'Kutcha Houses' improvement scheme of IAY in a major way to improve the plight of kani Tribals.A quick assessment of the huts requiring immediate improvement was undertaken by the PECHIPPARAI PANCHAYAT and the Block officials and a priority list was prepared. 

The District Collector and the Project Officer visited the area extensively and had interaction with the tribals so as to have a direct feedback of the problems of the tribals. After this visit, sanction was accorded for the construction of 257 houses under Improvement of unserviceable kutcha houses scheme (IAY - 2001-2002). Covering 23 tribal habitations. 

Keeping in view the enormity of the job at hand and the operational hitches that lay ahead, the District Administration prepared an elaborate plan to ensure timely supply of materials and execution of works as per schedule. 

Now, with the concerted efforts, all the kutcha houses have been improved resulting in the fulfillment of the long cherished wish of the tribals of PECHIPPARAI. 

Now the district administration has forwarded a project to Ministry of Non Conventional energy sources , Government of India, to provide solar house lighting and street lighting facilities covering all the tribal habitations in a massive scale at a cost of Rs.1.72 Crores through TEDA (Tamil Nadu Energy Development Agency). 

(Source : http://www.kanyakumari.tn.nic.in/success.html)

